HE BR AICA SU PPLEMENT, 


OCTOBER, i1eSe<z. 


Ante-Seminary Hebrew. 


What are the facts in relation to the study 
of Hebrew in the seminary? What is the 
evil resulting from these facts? What is 
the remedy for this evil ? 

First: Students enter the theological 
seminary with preparation made for every 
department except one, the Hebrew. Their 
philosophical training in college has prepar- 
ed them for the theological work ; their his- 
torical training for the work in Church 
Ilistory; their training in classical Greek 
for the work in the New Testament; their 
rhetorical and literary work for the homi- 
letical department. But for the Old Testa- 
ment department no preparatory work of any 
kind has been performed. This is one fact. 

Sight is lost of a most important item, 
that, properly speaking, the study of He- 


brew as a language ought not to be included 


in the Old Testament department. On no 
just ground can purely linguistic instruction 
be legitimately expected of the professor of 
ILebrew, any more than of the professor of 
Greek. And yet, instead of giving to the 
department of Hebrew more time, in order 
that the language may be properly taught 
and there yet be left opportunity for histor- 
ical, exegetical and theological work, in 
many seminaries an amount of time is allot- 
ed, even less than that given to some other 
department. The second fact. 

The laborious and distasteful linguistic 
work is done, but too often only because it 
is required. The study is, seemingly, un- 
profitable. It is drudgery. The divinity 
student has been under the impression for 
years that his ‘“‘ preparatory ’’ work was at 
an end, and he does not relish the idea of 
again submitting to the process of ‘ drill.” 
The task is a toilsome, disheartening one. 
Only that is done which must be done, and 
this without interest and without care. The 
third fact. 

The professor of Hebrew, not sufficiently 


No. 
courageous to hold the class down to that 
hard, uncompromising class-drill which is 
absolutely essential in order to gain the end 
desired, viz.,a knowledge of Hebrew, yields 
too soon to any inclination to enter upon 
exegetical study. That very moment prog- 
ress ceases. The effort of the student to do 
exegetical work without an accurate knowl- 
edge of the original languages to serve as a 
basis on which to rest the work, is a fail- 
ure. No student is prepared, in any proper 
sense, for exegetical work, who has not a 
command of the language. Time, therefore, 
rightly belonging to the preliminary linguis- 
tic work is too frequently given up to what 
is called ‘ exegesis.”” The fourth fact. 

These, briefly stated, are the facts which 
exist in reference to Hebrew work, in most, 
if not in all, of our seminaries. 

Secondly: What is the result of all this ? 
What is the evil naturally following upon 
this state of affairs? The study of Hebrew 
to at least five out of ten men is absolutely 
valueless. The time spent by five out of 
ten men who undertake this study, is. en- 
tirely lost. Is this not a stupendous evil ? 
For this loss of time is not some one re- 
sponsible? If a knowledge of Hebrew is 
worth having, shall a system be followed 
which, at the very best, gives that know]- 
edge to one half, while the other half not 
only do not get it, but lose the time spent in 
the effort to get it? Is this knowledge so 
precious that all men preparing for the min- 
istry shall be required to work for it, with 
the positive assurance beforehand that only 
one half can succeed? Shall only brilliant 
men be encouraged to study Hebrew, men 
who are known to be apt in linguistic study ? 
Yet is not this knowledge, when gained, as 
serviceable, if serviceable at all, to one who 
attains it with difficulty, as to one who at- 
tains it easily? This is the evil: Every 
student who enters the theological seminary 
is encouraged, indeed required, to take up a 
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study, the chances being even that the time 
devoted to that study will be thrown away. 
The department of the Old Testament is so 
hedged about with difficulties, as to make it 
impossible for any man to get what he ought 
to have, and for five out of ten men to get 
anything. Hebrew is not kept up by the 
minister, after leaving the seminary, in nine 
cases out of ten, because, forsooth, a suf- 
ficient advance in the study was not made 
while in the seminary, to make it possible 
to do this with any sort of satisfaction. 

Thirdly: Is this evil a remediless one ? 
Is there anything to be done? Can a plan 
be adopted, which will guarantee to every 
theological student who undertakes the study 
of Hebrew, that his time will not be lost? 
We answer emphatically, Yes. Let prepar- 
atory Hebrew work be done, as well as pre- 
paratory Greek work. Such ample prepara- 
tion for Hebrew cannot, of course, be made 
as for Greek. Nor is it needed. Let a 
student obtain, before entering the semi- 
nary, such a knowledge of the language as 
will enable him to read the historical He- 
brew ; that is, let him acquire a mastery of 
the most common principles of the lan- 
guage, a familiarity with the most frequent- 
ly recurring words. 

With this start, followed up by vigorous 
class-room drill in the seminary, he will 
gain such ahold of the language, such an 
acquaintance with its spirit and genius that 
the study will be one of pleasure and profit. 
He will know that there is to be an outcome 
to his work. The remedy we propose, there- 
fore, is ante-seminary Hebrew, i.e., the study 
of Hebrew before entering the theological 
seminary. 

But here two practical difficulties present 
themselves : 

1) How is this knowledge to be gained ? 
Hebrew in not taught in colleges. If there shall 
arise a demand for ante-seminary Hebrew 
instruction, a way will certainly be found to 
furnish it. In time Hebrew will be taught 
in the college. Meanwhile, providentially, 
we believe, a way has been opened by which 
any man desirous of this training can obtain 


it. Thyough the INsTITUTE OF HEBREW, 
with its ‘‘ Correspondence” and ‘Summer 
Schools’? many men have prepared and are 
preparing themselves for the seminary. 

2) But will provision be made in the semi- 
nary for men who enter the Junior class with 
some preparation in Hebrew? Will not 
such a one de compelled to wait until those 
who begin the study upon their entrance 
arrive at the point which he may have reach- 
ed, or to crowd ahead into the Middle class? 
There may be some seminaries so lacking in 
efliciency and enterprise, as not to be able 
to provide for this class of men. There may 
be some professors of Hebrew so regardless 
of the interests of their own department, 
and so indifferent to the general interests of 
Bible study, as to refuse to furnish the nec- 
essary opportunities for such men. But 
such seminaries, and such professors may 
profitably be passed by. In every denomi- 
nation, there are other seminaries in which 
it will be deemed a privilege to provide thus 
for students. To such seminaries, institu- 
tions of a wide-awake and aggressive spirit, 
the young men of our day should direct their 
footsteps. 

There is no reason why preparatory work 
in Hebrew should not be done. There is 
every reason why it should be undertaken. 

The time has come for young men to ask 
it, for the professors of Hebrew to encour- 
age and in some measure require it, for the 
churches to furnish opportunities by which 
it may be gained. . 





An Important Announcement. 

The work of the AMERICAN INSTITUTE 
oF HEBREW, now in its fourth year, has 
grown steadily in favor, and has enlisted the 
sympathy and co-operation of a large num- 
ber of students and instructors. Up to this 
time, the INSTITUTE has been conducted 
largely as a personal undertaking; but the 
character and magnitude of its work, as 
well as its financial needs, render this no 
longer practicable. 

It has been decided, therefore, to place 
the general management of the INSTITUTE, 
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i. e., (1) The Hebrew Summer Schools, and 
(2) The Hebrew Correspondence School, in 
the hands of a Board of Trustees, made up 
of Professors of Hebrew and of-related de- 
partments (of different religious denomina- 
tions, and residing in different sections of 
the country), who consent to take an active 
part in advancing the interests of the work. 

The INsTITUTE will henceforth be con- 
ducted. with the following ends in view: 

(a) To furnish preparatory instruction in 
Hebrew to students about to enter the theo- 
logical seminary; it being proposed to in- 
fluence as large a number of prospective 
theological students as possible to avail 
themselves of the opportunities thus af- 
forded, in order that the merely linguistic 
work in Hebrew may be performed, at least 
in part, outside of the seminary ; 

(b) To furnish elementary and advanced 
instruction in Hebrew to ministers engaged 
in the work of the pastorate ; 

(ec) To furnish opportunities for the study 
of the cognate languages, and such historical, 
literary and theological subjects, connected 
with the Old Testament, as may be desired. 

The general character of the INSTITUTE 
will be undenominational ; and all, of what- 
ever faith, who are interested in Old Testa- 
ment studies, will be invited to participate. 

No educational work of a high order can 
be conducted merely upon the basis of the 
receipts from tuition-fees. This fact is rec- 
ognized by all who have given attention to 
the question of education. The work pro- 
posed by the INsTITUTE is, really, a theo- 
logical work. It aims to prepare men for 
the seminary, in that department in which 
preparation is especially lacking, and it aims 
to assist men, after leaving the seminary, to 
sarry on systematic study in that depart- 
ment which, more than all others, is likely 
to be neglected. Upon this ground, there. 
fore, it appeals to large-hearted, liberal- 
minded men of all denominations for funds: 

a) To be used in connection with the reg- 
ular revenue from tuition-fees, in meeting 
the general expense of the ‘* Schools,” and 
the salaries of instructors ; 


b) To be used in assisting men to avail 
themselves of the opportunities here offered. 
who would not otherwise be able to do so. 

It is not deemed wise, even by those who 
have the future of the INSTITUTE most at 
heart, to attempt at present to secure funds 
for a permanent endowment. Nor, on the 
other hand, is it possible to raise each year 
the sum of money needed for the expense of 
that year. It is proposed, therefore, to se- 
cure subscriptions towards what shall be 
called ** A FivE YEARS’ ENDOWMENT 
Funp.’”* That is, a given sum will be sub- 
scribed, payable every year for five years. 
By this method, greater stability will be 
guaranteed; and at the same time the labor 
and expense of raising the money will be 
largely diminished. 

The Catalogue of the Institute. 

The special attention of the students of 
the Hebrew Correspondence School is called 
to the Catalogue to be published in January 
next. It is very desirable that every person 
who is really a member, be included in the 
list. Only those, however, can fairly be 
considered members who have prepared and 
sent in for correction as many as ten lessons 
during 1884, unless they have been unavoid- 
ably hindered, or have entered so near the 
end of the year as to make it impossible. 








Resuming Work. 

There are still some members who have 
not taken up the lessons since vacation. Of 
course there are many hindrances that may 
arise to cause delay, and among so many 
students there will always be some who 
have just reason for suspending their work. 
But no ordinary cause should be allowed to 
interpose. This work is not one of the min- 
ister’s *‘ extras,” but a part of his regular 
biblical study, and so has a right to a defin- 
itive allotment of his time. ‘‘ The best way 
to resume is to resume.”’ Will not those 
who have not yet recommenced study please 
communicate at once with the Principal by 
means of a recitation or, if that is impos- 
sible, by postal. 
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The Summer S->>) 1s. 

In the HEBRAICA SUPPLEMENT for April 
we spoke of the advantages to be gained by 
the members of the Correspondence School 
from attendance on the Summer Schools. A 
large percentage of the students in each of 
the three schools this past summer were 
from the Correspondence School. They were 
among the most enthusiastic and successful 
students present, and what they were able 
to accomplish fully justified the remarks in 
the article referred to above. The solid and 
lasting benefit accruing from a few Weeks of 
earnest work, the real hold upon the lan- 
guage that can thus be gained are being 
recognized more and more. Let every mem- 
ber that can possibly do so, shape his course 
this year with the plan of coming to the 
Summer School in 1885. Everything gained 
beforehand is so much advantage then. The 
courses of work are made so to correspond 
that one can continue his study from one 
school to the other just as in the same 
school. 

If a minister unacquainted with Hebrew 
had wished a few years ago to learn the lan- 
guage, he might well have been discouraged 
by the lack of facilities for study either at 
home or elsewhere; but now it is not only 
possible but is an easy and inexpensive mat- 
ter to obtain such a familiarity with Hebrew 
as will make the reading of a page a day a 
recreation, and open boundless stores of 
Scriptural knowledge. This cannot be ac- 
complished in a month, nor in six months, 
but it need not take more than two or three 
years of study, that can be carried on amid 
the regular duties of the pastorate without 
overerowding, and during the summer vaca- 
tion without the loss-of needed recreation. 
Those who have been members of both 
schools know this by experience. We hope 
that an increasing number may test it every 
year. 





New Members. — 
There have been a large number of addi- 
tions to the Correspondence School since the 
beginning of September. More have come 


from the Methodist denomination than from 
any other, and more from Ohio than from 
any other state. Among the papers that 
have been sent in, nearly all of which are of 
excellent character, several were so nearly 
perfect that we regret that they were not 
quite so. Shall the Ohio brethren lead ? 





Perfect Papers. 
Since our last issue faultless recitations 
have been received from the following stu- 


dents : 
Rev. W. D. Akers, Rural Retreat, Va., El. 18. 
“J.J. Anderson, Tuscaloosa, Ala., Pr. 22. 
Prof. C. H. Cole, Hastings, Mich., El. 12. 
Rey. J. M. C. Fulton, Oxford, N. Y., El. 19 
and Int. 3. 
E. A. Mason, Farmington, Me., El}. 1. 
*, M. Mitchell, Kane, Ill., Int. 19. 
F. P. Ramsay, Dublin, Va., Int. 13, 14, 
and 17. 
‘** H. Van der Ploeg, Fulton, Il., Int. 26. 
* J.T. Whitley, Salisbury, Md., El. 23. 


Giraduations. 
FROM THE ELEMENTARY COURSE. 


H. W. Coffin, Plymouth, Mass. 
Sidney Crawford, Lyons, Ia. 
T. F. Drake, Burlington, Ind. 
J. M. C. Fulton, Oxford, N. Y. 
‘** —M. L. Gates, McPherson, Kas. 
Mr. Jas. Hammond, Olathe, Kas. 
Rev. M. P. Hayden, Ludlow, Ill. 
G. G. Hudson, Auburn, III. 
C. H. Lyons, LaGrange, Ga. 
Prof. P. Robertson, Dayton, O. 
Rey. A. M. Smeallie, Kortright, N. Y. 
** _E. A. Starkey, Dayton, O. 
Mr. J. H. Thomas, Dayton, O. 
Rev. A. Waterbury, Rensselaerville, N. Y. 
Prof. Scott Williams, Rockland, Mich. 
** Harry Willis, Philadelphia, Pa. 
FROM THE INTERMEDIATE COURSE. 
Rev. R. C. Armstrong, Waxahachie, Tex. 
Mr. Adam Charlton, Lynedoch, Ont. 
Rey. D. F. Estes, Atlanta, Ga. 
‘« TT. M. Evans, Sharon, Pa. 
J. W. Fox, Kewanee, Il. 
Miss H. M. Prescott, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rev. H. F. Smith, Mt. Holly, N. J. 
Mr. D. J. Strang, Monmouth, III. 
Rey. F. G. Woodworth, Wolcott, Conn. 
FROM THE PROGRESSIVE COURSE. 
Rey. C. C. Hersman, Fulton, Mo. 
Mr. G. R. Hovey, Newton Center, Mass. 
Rey. J. B. Purcell, Mt. Washington, Md. 


bry 
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A. GENERAL INFORMATION. 


1. Aim.— THE HEBREW CORRESPOND- 
ENCE SCHOOL gives instruction in Hebrew 
(1) to students about to enter the theological 
seminary; (2) to ministers engaged in the 
active work of the pastorate; (3) to others 
who, for any reason, desire such instruction. 

Studies in the School are carried on at 
home, by a regular correspondence with a 
careful instructor. Such instruction by cor- 
respondence may not be superior to oral in- 
struction, but the experience of many has 
proved it to be most valuable and practical. 
Such a system of study brings to the doors 
of the great body of busy ministers and lay- 
men opportunities for Biblical culture which 
formerly were confined to a selected few. 

2. The Plan.—A printed Lesson-paper 
is mailed to the student each week. This 
Lesson-paper assigns the tasks which are to 
be performed, furnishes assistance and sug- 
gestions, and contains questions on the Les- 
son, thus guiding the work of the student 
as though he were in the recitation-room. 
Every week the student mails to the In- 
structor a recitation-paper, on which he has 
written out (1) the tasks assigned in the 
printed Lesson; (2) the answers to such 
questions as may be asked therein, and (3) 
any questions or difficulties which may have 
occurred to him in the study of the Lesson. 
This recitation-paper is promptly returned 
with the errors in it corrected, and with such 
suggestions as it may be thought best to 
offer. In this manner each Lesson in the 
course is studied and the results of the study 
submitted to the Instructor for correction, 
criticism, and suggestion. It can not be 


doubted that the profit to be derived from 
such work is second only to that which is 


received from actual contact with the living 
teacher. 

3. Tuition-fee.—The tuition-fee for In- 
struction and Lesson-papers is placed at 
$10.00 a year, payable semi-annually in ad- 
vance. This includes forty Lessons. If the 
entire number is not taken within the year, 
the responsibility lies with the student. No 
change from this policy is made except 

1) in cases of sickness ; and 

2) when the student expressly declares 
before receiving the first Lesson that he de- 
sires the Lessons at the rate of one in two 
weeks. 

4. The Chautauqua School of Theology.— 
The Principal of the HEBREW CORRESPOND- 
ENCE SCHOOL being likewise Dean of the 
Department of Hebrew and Old Testament 
Literature in the ‘“‘Chautauqua School of 
Theology,’”’ members of the latter School 
who study in the department of Hebrew, do 
their Hebrew work according to the plans 
announced above. 

5. Certificate. — At the end of each 
Course, those who have completed the work 
of that Course will receive a Certificate to 
that effect. To those who have completed 
the Advanced Course there will be given a 
Diploma. 

6. Enrollment.— Students may be enroll- 
ed in the School at any time during the year. 
There are no classes, each student pursuing 
his work at home and advancing as rapidly 
or as slowly as desired. Each applicant for 
membership is furnished with an Applica- 
tion Form, which he is expected to fill out 
and return to the Principal, and on receipt 
of this the necessary books and papers are 
sent to him. 
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B. COURSES OF INSTRUCTION. 


Four distinct Courses of Instruction have been organized. 
convenience: Elementary, Intermediate, Progressive, Advanced. 


These are named for 
Each Course consists 


of forty Lessons, and, unless a special arrangement is made, one Lesson is to be taken 


each week. 
1. The Elementary Course. 


1. For whom intended. The Elementary 
Course is intended chiefly for those who 
have never studied Hebrew. It is, however, 
pursued also by quite a number who have, 
at one time or another, paid some attention 
to the language, but feel that, in order to 
make any real progress, it is better for them 
to lay the foundation anew. 


2. The Work. The work of this Course 

is as follows: 

(1) The thorough mastery of the Hebrew 
of the first four chapters of Genesis. 

(2) The study of the most important prin- 
ciples of the language, in connection 
with these four chapters. 

(8) The mastery of these principles as 
systematized and arranged in the 
grammar. 

(4) The memorizing of Hebrew words 
which occur above two hundred times 
—in all about two hundred. 

(5) The critical translation and word-anal- 
ysis of the fifth and sixth chapters of 
Genesis. 


3. The Lesson-Paper. Each Lesson-paper 
consists of four printed pages of Notes, Sug- 
gestions and Questions, including (1) A Re- 
view-lesson ; (2) Grammatical Notes on a 
few verses ; (3) Observations; (4) Grammar- 
lesson; (5) Word-lesson; (6) Verses to be 
memorized ; (7) Recitation-lesson. Questions 
of Syntax, Lexicographical Notes and Read- 
ing unpointed Hebrew are introduced as 
often as is deemed wise. 


4. The Books. (1) A Hebrew Manual 


($1.00); (2) “* Elements of Hebrew,’ fifth 
edition ($2.00); (3) ** Hebrew Vocabularies,” 


($1.25). 


2. The Intermediate Course. 

1. For whom intended. Many ministers, 
once proficient in Hebrew, have grown so 
‘rusty’ that all their former acquaintance 
with the language seems to have forsaken 
them. For these, as well as for those who 
have completed the Elementary Course, there 
has been arranged the Intermediate Course. 

2. The Work. The work of this Course 
is as follows. 

(1) The critical study and translation of 

Genesis I.-XxX. 
The study of the most important prin- 
ciples of the grammar,—the amount 
furnished in the Principal’s ** Elements 
of Hebrew.” 

(83) The Inductive study of the most com- 
mon principles of Syntax, in connec- 
tion with the subject-matter trans- 
lated. 

(4) The memorizing of the verbs which 
oceur 50-200 times,-—in all abont tio 
hundred and fifty words. 

(5) The memorizing of one or two verses 
of a familiar chapter each week. 

3. The Lesson- Paper. Each Lesson-paper 
consists of four printed pages of Notes,Sug- 
gestions and Questions, including (1) Induc- 
tive Notes, based on the passage translated ; 
(2) Grammatical Notes upon the passage 
translated, with reference to the Principal's 
‘Elements of Hebrew ;” (3) Principles of 
Syntax; (4) Lexieographical Notes; (5) 
Grammar-lesson: (6) Word-lesson, in the 
Principal’s ‘Hebrew Vocabularies; (7) 
Verses to be memorized, e. g., in Exodus 1.., 
or Xx.: (8) Recitation-lesson. 

4. The Books. (1) Hebrew Bible ($2.25). 
or Baer & Delitzsch’s Genesis (50 cents); (2) 
‘* Elements of Hebrew,” ($2.00); (3) ‘* Hebrew 
Lexicon,” Gesenius’s ($5.75) or Mitchell’s 
Davies’ ($3.25): (4) *‘ Hebrew Vocabularies,” 


($1.25). 


te 
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3. The Progressive Course. 

1. For whom intended. Besides furnish- 
ing an opportunity for those who have fin- 
ished the work of the preceding Courses to 
continue their study, the Progressive Course 
is intended to meet the wants of a large 
number of ministers who have a fair knowl- 
edge of the language, but desire the help 
and stimulus of an organized course of study, 
in prosecuting their work still further. 

2. The Work. The work of this Course 
is as follows. 

(1) The eritical translation and study of 

Exodus I.-XXIVv. 

(2) The examination of questions of Geog- 
raphy, Archeology, Exegesis, etc., 
which arise in the study of these chap- 
ters. 

The study of the grammar in its de- 
tails, Gesenius and Green being used 
as text-books. 

(4) The memorizing of the verbs which 
occur 25-50 times, and of the nouns 
which oecur 50-100 times—in all about 
three hundred words. 

3. The Lesson-Paper. Each Lesson-paper 
consists of four printed pages of Notes, Sug- 
gestions and Questions, including (1) Induc- 
tive Notes, based upon the passage trans- 
lated ; (2) Grammatical Notes on the passage 
translated, with reference to the Principal's 
** Elements of Hebrew,”’ to Gesenius’ ( Mit- 
chell’s Davies’), and Green’s Hebrew gram- 
mars; (3) Principles of Syntax ; (4) Lexico- 
graphical Notes; (5) General Questions on 
Geographical, Archzological and Exegetical 
points which come up in the Lesson; (6) 
Verses to be memorized; (7) Grammar- 
lesson; (8) Recitation-lesson. 

4. The Books. (1) Hebrew Bible ($2.25); 
(2) ‘Elements of Hebrew,” ($2.00): (3) 
(resenius’s ( Mitchell’s Davies’) Grammar 
$2.25), or Green’s Grammar ($2.60); (4) 
Hebrew Lexicon (see above): (5) ‘*‘ Hebrew 
Vocabularies,” ($1.25). 
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4. The Advanced Course. 

The following announcements are to be 
noted :— 

1. Time. This Course will begin Febru- 
ary Ist, 1885. The delay in organizing this 
Course has been due to the great amount of 
work connected with the preparation of 
text-books for the other Courses. 

2. The Subject-Matter of the Lessons will 
be the Poetical Chapters of the Pentateuch 
and the Book of Judges, including Genesis 
XLIX., Exodus xv., Deuteronomy XXXII, 
and XXX10., Judges v. 

3. A volume, now in preparation by the 
Principal, containing grammatical and ex- 
egetical notes on these passages, will form 
the basis of the work. These ‘ notes ” cover 
the important points of etymology, syntax, 
geography, archeology, history and criticism. 

4. In addition to the study of the pas- 
sages together with the ‘notes’ upon that 
portion, regular and systematic attention 
will be paid to the subject of the Hebrew 
Tense, Driver’s ‘“* Use of Tenses in Hebrew” 
being used as a text-book. 

5. The subject of the Accents will form 
an important feature of the work, for it is 
certain that a knowledge of this subject is 
essential to any thorough work in exegesis. 

6. Careful attention will also be given to 
the study of the characteristics of Hebrew 
Poetry. 

7. The Lesson-paper sent each week to 
the student will (1) assign definitely the ex- 
act amount and order of the work to be 
done, and (2) furnish a Recitation-lesson 
which will be written out and returned to 
the Principal for examination, correction 
and suggestion. 

8. Besides, (1) a Hebrew Bible, (2) He 
brew Lexicon, (3) Gesenius’s Hebrew Gram- 
mar ($2.25), members of the Course will 
need (4) the Principal’s Notes on the pas- 
sages studied, ($2.00), (5) Driver’s “* Use of 
the Tenses in Hebrew,” ($1.75). 


Correspondence is invited from those who may be interested in the Course. 


Address, 


WILLIAM R. HARPER. 
_MorGAN Park, ILL. 
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C. OPINIONS. 


West HALLOCK, IuL., Oct. 8, 1884. 
It is surprising what rapid and thorough progress 
is possible to the student, in the study of Hebrew, 
by your methods in the Correspondence School. 
Rev. J. M. COTTRELL. 


BRISTOL, N. H., Oct. 7, 1884. 

With pleasure I testify to my appreciation of your 

methods of instruction in the Hebrew Correspond- 

ence School. Commencing as I did without any 

knowledge of the language I fee! much gratified at 

the progress made in the time devoted to it, and 
heartily commend the School. 

Yours truly, 
Rev. JOHN A. BOWLER. 


Mount. HO_LLy, N. J., Sept. 27, 1884. 

I consider Dr. W. R. Harper's work and method 
in the Hebrew Correspondence School a most valu- 
able help to the thorough understanding of the Old 
Testament. I am using the Progressive Course, 
and new light breaks from the Word daily. I would 
suggest to pastors who have neglected their Hebrew 
to take it up again on this plan, and they will be re- 
freshed, pleased, and profited. Rev. H. F. Smitu. 


SALISBURY, MD., Oct. 2, 1884. 
Whoever cannot learn Hebrew in Prof. Harper's 
Correspondence School, is a hopeless case—so far as 
learning Hebrew is concerned. My opinion is, that 
the work done in this School is far more accurate 
and thorough than that usually done by face-to-face 
methods in Theological Schools. And why? Simply 
because every syllable must here be written, and writ- 

ing ensures accuracy. REv. J. T. WHITLEY, 
Pastor Trinity M. E. Church, South. 


GLENBROOK, CONN., Oct. 1, 1884. 

I have formed the highest opinion of your meth- 
ods, and especially as to their practicalness in the 
case of pastors and others who can ‘by hook or by 
crook’ devote a few hours every week systematic- 
ally to the work. My own interest in Hebrew has 
been greatly increased since my connection with 
the Correspondence School. 

REV. EDWARD T. BROMFIELD. 


TRENTON, N. J., Sept. 6, 1884. 
My work in the Hebrew School has been “like the 
acquisition of a sixth sense.” The work of two 
years has done two things for me. It has made 
thoroughly available the wealth of critical material, 
a knowledge of which is demanded of the ministry 
of our day, and it has systematized and doubled in 
efficiency my habits of study. 
REv. W. W. Lovgesoy. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT., Oct. 2, 1884. 
Studying by Correspondence has seemed to me a 
“lame and impotent”’ process until desparate need 
drove me to the Hebrew School. Experience has 
met my desire and dispelled all doubts as to the 
feasibility of the method. Under Professor Harper's 
management, to “‘each his meat is apportioned in 
due season ”"’—just what the student needs next to 
do and know is clearly shown, and the inind kept 
unembarassed by anything irrelevant. This is all 
that the adult student, who can drill himself, needs 
to make progress easy and rapid. I can assure all 
who wish to gain a knowledge of the Hebrew, suf- 
ficent for the intelligent reading ‘of the abundant 
Old Testament literature of the time, and for the 
better understanding of God’s Word, that here is an 
aid by means of which they can do more in one year 

than in five of independent effort. 

Rev. S. H. Ler. 

HAMPDEN SIDNEY, Va. 
Dr. Harper’s Correspondence School is both a 
cause and an effect of the present great revival of 
interest in the study of Hebrew, and all who wish 
to maintain and widen that interest must hail this 
enterprise as a powerful ally. I have studied close- 
ly a portion of the Lessons and have examined with 
some care the whole Course, with the most distinct 
and beneficial results. In my judgment they afford 
better facilities for the acquisition and review of 
Hebrew than any system short of the instructions 
of a living teacher. And for thoroughness, accura- 
cy and scope few teachers equal and none surpass 

him. Prov. W. W. Moore. 


TUSCALOOSA, ALA., Oct. 7, 1884. 

‘Two years’ experience in the Hebrew Correspond- 
ence School, conducted by Dr. Harper, enables me 
to speak intelligibly with reference to this most ex- 
excellent system of instruction. In addition to my 
regular duties, which were all the while pressing, I 
have prepared the Elementary and Intermediate 
Courses, forty Recitation-papers in each, and twen- 
ty-seven of the Progressive Course. 

Among the methods of instruction with which I 
am acquainted, I feel this to be the most satisfac- 
tory. It is complete, thorough and exhaustive. It 
is fraught with intense interest and real profit to 
everyone who enters into it with spirit and desire for 
success. I can now read any of the historical parts 
of the Hebrew Bible with ease and pleasure. 1 seek 
my Bible, Lexicon and Grammar not with repulsion 
but with delight, and while using them, feel that I 
am at home, in converse with a friend, and not en- 
deavoring to talk with a stranger in an unknown 
tongue. REv. J. J. ANDERSON. 


“Surely the minister of the Gospel, charged with God’s message to man, should know that message 
at first hand, and for himself, and not be compelled to rely wholly upon translation and commentators 
and other men for its meaning.” 








